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Govindakrishnan e
longs to the newest hreed
of entreprensurs = the s0
cial entrepreneurn
wWorldwide, social entrepre
peurs are leaving an epochal
impact on society, taking the
performance of their NGOs into
superior planes of performance
Theyv are getting recognised to0
This year, Govindakrishnan,
whose Nethrodaya has been
Jending & helping hand to Vi
sually challenged, has been cho-
sen @s Ashoka Fellow bY the
Ashoka [nnovators for the Pub-
lic,an intcmazwn;d society that
discovers and promotes social
entreprencurs.
“The fellowship s me
chance to explore possabuxtxes
in the mtemauonui circuit. It
also gives W< a iol_ox confi-
dence,” s&YS Govindaknsh;m or
Gopi to friends
1t all began with
in journey

gives me &

an innec
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It pt ympted me 1o start
Nethrodaya us an in house re-

source centre to equip the vi-

sually challenged with skills
that can get them employ-
ment,” says Gopi, himsell vi-

sually challenged. Today, apart

from its in-house resource cen-

tre for gradunting adults that

catalyses college education and

smployment, Nethrodaya runs

a 24-hour help line (26565012)
for the visually challenged Te-

quiring medical assistance, @
<1f-employment scheme, R
rogramme that helps families
ACCeSS rental accommodation
by convincing house OWners 10
offer their tenements 10 these
families. .\‘ethrodaya's annual
sporis avents has become 2 pup-
lic affair. The jatest feather in
Nethroday®'s cap is 118 newly
uwugurzted wing for visually
chaliéngcd women- All -this
within three years of its exist-
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ance, & fact that perhaps got Go-
; recopnisE as an ‘Ashoka
e the rragedy
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tycoons while imported canes |
for the visunlly challenged are
heavily taxed! The government
needs to get sensitive 10 the \
necds of the visunlly challenged
Right from accessihle public in-
frastructure o axamination
systems, W€ need A massive
change In mindsel and poli-
cies,” Gopi says
He would like to see¢ things
like more slectrical plug points
in ¢lagsrooms forblind students
to tape lessons and modified
sports avents for the blind inall
colleges
“Yes, WE nesd MOre funds,
more readers, more volunteers
Ttis impossible to make 2 social
outlit 5x-lz->u:1(;nmng,“ says Gor
pi admitting that Nethrodaya
survives on the denerosity of
patrons That's {mmaterial; sus-
raining the success It has seenin
these thiree years will be an
schievement by jeself [nterest
od persons can give & helping
nand 0 these visually chal-
‘Aungml by .:.')mnhuhn,!, a day's
food, devotinga few hours every
week Lo read out from books,
donating pooks Of providing &*
pertise Contact .'\'v:lhf‘)d*."-‘ at
8, Spartan Nagas Mogappair of
call 265065012 or 93828-96050
HEMA VIJAY




Australian Alumni Association - INDIA
June 6, 2015

Chennail

ALUMNI EXCELLENCE AWARD -2015
Citation

\ustralio ond India share o commen culture and links that trace their onigins o beng pant of the
Commonwealth ofNations. The dmur;!'uphr\‘ profile of India s the envy of the rest of the world because of ity
distinct youthful slant compnising almost 300 million citizens m the calegory. Australia ts 2 young nation (hat
has a robust presence in the arts, sports, business, science and lechnology. Australa and India are natural
panners in the journcy towards excellénee and oy crall development of therr citizens

Ihe Australian Alumnl Association Trust (AAAT), India 1s an mitiative of the Australan Consulate
General, Chennay, the Australian Trade Commission and o group of proactive Indo-Australion alumni,
successful in their respective fields, who have come together with a vision (o promote e micrests of the
\ustrolian Alumni in Iiwdia

e Australian Alumni Association Trust (AAAT), India, has mstituted the Australicn Alumni Excellence
Awanis India, 2015 Proudly supporied by the Australian Consulate General aml Austrade, this premuey
mibialive is planncd as a national event reaching out (o business and industry, Indo Australiad alumni,
cducational institutions and the wider COmmunity

Ihe Australian Alumni Association Trust (A AAT) values the spint of commitment and excellence and is
proud 1o bestow

Citizen of the Year Award for Outstanding Community Service 2015 and
Citation to

Mr. C. Govindakrishnan

Mr. C. Govindaknshnan, a visually impaired  person himself is the founder of & service orgamuranon
“Nethrodaya? - o self-help institution for the differently abled working with 2 vision 1o create a sutable
e\ ironment for nurtaring the sbilities and talents ol'the visually impaired and other phyucally challcoged by
means of rendenng a host of carcer-cnabling facilities 10 underprivileged boys and grls bailing from rural

arcas of TamiInadumare than a decade since 11 inception on 2002,

and not only proved his strengt

lnc.\ by enabling the ful fillment of their true potential
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